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The Grammaticalization of the Auxiliary Verb Jian JL
and Related Problems

XU Zhilin

Abstract The auxiliary verb jian . of the passive structure “jian ¥ (W,+V) ” in the ancient
Chinese derived from the verb jian i, through semantic extension and semantic bleaching. It was
completed in the pre-Qin period. We can reveal the process of grammaticalization clearly by
sememe analysis and it gives us a new idea of the nature and function of the jian ..

Key words auxiliary verb, jian ., sememe analysis, grammaticalization
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