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The Deng %&-sentence in early Wu Works

ZHENG Wei

Abstract In this paper, the author discusses the syntactic functions of the deng “%-sentence
as revealed by historical works of Wu dialect. We find that the word deng 5§ was used as the
marker of dative, causative and passive structures in Xiuta yeshi §i83%7 2, one of the early Wu

works. Then, the relative phenomenon which appears in modern south dialects including Wu,
Hakka, Gan, Xiang dialects etc. can be dated from early Wu dialect in late Ming Dynasty.

Key words early Wu dialect, deng %, south dialects, historical syntax of Wu dialect
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