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The Word Liao | Before Negative Words and
Related Issues

BAI Yannan

Abstract The word ligo T before negative words is thought to be a scope adverb. But there
are always two issues hard to explain. This paper focuses on the source and nature of ligo, and
opines that liao is of the meaning of extremely little, which is born from the meaning of yuan it
and kong Z°. It becomes a mood adverb when it helps to negate complete minority and at the same
time it is influenced by the subjectivity of the content of the sentence, stressing the degree of
negative when it is in the structure of /liao wu T JG and liao bu | /5. This paper gives a reasonable
explanation for this phenomenon.

Keywords liao, liao bu(wu), degree adverb, mood adverb
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