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The Origin and Development of the Unit Quantifier
"Zhang"

MA Aimin

Abstract This paper analyses and describes the emergency and development, history and
present condition, meaning and usage of the unit quantifier "zhang"(7K) , investigates its trend of
development by synchronic and diachronic methods. The unit quantifier "zhang"(3K) came into
being betwezn late Western Han to early East Han, and developed along the routes of "stretch”
and "spread”, and modern Chinese system was basicaly established until Sui-Tang periods,
adjusted partially and systematically during the Song and Yuan periods to the modern times. Its
development process has clearly diachronic layers.

Kzywords unit quantifier, "zhang"(5%), produce, development
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