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The Establishment and Application of the Database of
Historical Cantonese Literature

YANG Rongxiang

Abstract The Database of Historical Cantonese Literature consists of seventeen historical
literary works on Cantonese from 1830s to 1940s, This paper briefly introduces contents and styles
of these works, and reviews the eight-year process of text input, proofreading, design of database,
pretreatment of database text, data-input. The experience in inputting and proofreading complex
texts and in establishing database for complex texts has been generalized. The structure, retrieval
function, application value and methods of the Database of Historical Cantonese Literature are
explicated.

Keywords Historical Cantonese Literature, Database, Structure of Database, Retrieval
system



