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The Duration Characteristics of Cantonese
Entering Tones in Continuous Speech

ZHANG Ling

Abstract It is generaily accepted that the entering tones of Cantonese are much shorter than
the non-entering tones. In continuous speech, the duration characteristics of entering tones have
two aspects: either the acoustic blank after the entering tones is much greater than non-entering
~ tones in continuous speech, or the initial of the syllable which is right after the entering syllable
(ES, henceforth) will be elongated. We conducted some acoustic experiments to study the effects
of certain factors, including the pitch, the final consonant, the middle vowel of the ES, as well as
the initial of the syllable which is right after the ES, and the position of the ES in a word or a
sentence. Some perceptual tests have also been carried out to study the prosody effects of the
entering tones.

Keywords Cantonese, entering tone, acoustic blank, duration, pause
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