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Correcting Some Mistakes in the Analysis of the Xiao
Zhuan in the Shuowen by the Study of the Zhuanwen
Z23C and Lishu 3% in the Bamboo Slips and Silk
Manuscripts from the Qin to Early Han Dynasty

Huang Wenjie

Abstract Despite the importance of the Shuowen, this paper corrects some mistakes in the
analysis of the xiaozhuan /%F structure in the Shuowen, such as J&, #, 4, K, &, &, &, &,
%, )&, B, #, X, in the light of research results of bamboo slips and silk manuscripts from the
Qin to Early Han dynasty. Controversies over the interpretations of &, 5, and ## are then
settled. All these show that Chinese characters in bamboo slips and silk manuscripts play an
important role in correcting the mistakes in the analysis of the xigozhuan in the Shuowen.

Keywords zhuanwen and lishu in bamboo slips and silk manuscripts from the Qin to Early
Han dynasty, xiaozhuan in the Shuowen, analysis of Chinese character structures
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