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A Comparative Study of the Tone Realization in
Cantonese-Accented Mandarin and Standard
Mandarin

JIN Jian HU Weixiang WANG Xia LI Aijun

Abstract The paper investigates the tone realization in monosyllabic and disyllabic words
in Cantonese, Cantonese-spoken Mandarin and Standard Mandarin, focusing on the deviations of
the tone realization in Cantonese-spoken Mandarin from standard Mandarin in monosyllabic and
disyllabic words. The analysis on monosyllabic and disyllabic tone patterns shows that most of the
tone deviations in Cantonese-accented Mandarin made by Guangdong Cantonese speakers
resulted from the negative transfers of their mother tongue. On the other hand, we find that in
Cantonese-accented Mandarin, Guangdong Cantonese speakers confuse the difference between
the tones xiayinping (55) and yinqu (33) in Cantonese.

Keywords tones, Cantonese-accented Mandarin

79





