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The Pronunciations of the Word Bi Derived from Two
Origins in Chinese Dialects

Wang Lining

Abstract Based on analyzing the pronunciations of bi covering 929 localities, this paper
sums up the pronunciations into two kinds: one is from the qu tone, the other is from the »u tone.
According to a distributional map which reflects geographical distributions of its pronunciations,
this paper also points out that the pronunciation from the ru tone has diffused universally, while
that from the gu tone has been preserved only in some Southeastern Chinese dialects.

Keywords bi, Chinese dialects, geographical linguistics
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