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Etymological Notes Based on the kw—p
Change in Chinese Dialects

YAN Xiuhong

Abstract The labialization of velar initials of stops and nasals happens before a w-media,
the change occurs widely but not systematically in Chinese dialects. It is necessary to take this
rule into account when we are doing the etymological study of Chinese words. In this paper we list
the relevant phenomena supported by examples found in Chinese dialects and point out the
systematical change of KW—P in ancient Greek is of typological significance in this study.

Keywords etymological study, Chinese dialects, labialization of velar initials
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