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A Hoklo Dialect Spoken by the Fishing Population of
Sha Tau Kok

LI Rulong & CHANG Songhing

Abstract The fishing population of Hong Kong is largely made up of two groups: one
speaks Cantonese and the others Min dialect. This paper is a research report on the phonological
system and vocabulary of the Min dialect in Sha Tau Kok —— a rural town located at the border
with mainland China. After a comparison of this dialect with that spoken in Tai Po, the authors
proceed to explore the influence of Hakka and Cantonese dialects on it. The Min dialect in Sha
Tau Kok has undergone enormous changes and is on the verge of extinction as a result of language
contact.

Keywords Hong Kong, fishing population, Hoklo dialect, Min dialect, dialect on the verge
of extinction



