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The “V+le( ] )+directional complements” in novels
Written in Beijing Dialect in Late Qing and Early
Republican China

TENG Yisheng

Abstract It is common to see the pattern “V+/e( T )+monosyllabic directional
complements” in Beijing dialect in late Qing and early Republican China. At the same time, the
pattern “V+le('] )+the double directional complements” tends to disappear. By comparing the
functional characteristics of “V+le( T )+directional” with Beijing dialect in mid-Qing and modern
Beijing, both common grounds and differences are found in this period, and this is an intermediate
transition. Moreover, the nature of “/e(1)” in the pattern “V-+le( T )+directional...” is a syllabic
auxiliary word, not a perfective aspect marker.

Keywords novels written in Beijing dialect, V+le(T )+directional complements, syllabic
auxiliary word
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