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Origins of Literary Reading in Chinese Dialects

Wang Huayun

Abstract Literary reading in Chinese dialects does not only come from the Mandarin or
authoritative dialects but also from the dialects themselves. As a result of migration and influence of
dialects, the pronunciation of a dialect overlaps with that of an authoritative dialect, and thus the
pronunciation of the authoritative dialect becomes a literary reading. The gradual change of
pronunciation led to a new pronunciation in spoken dialect, and the conservative pronunciation
became a literary reading.

Keywords Chinese dialects, literary reading, origins
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