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The Geographical Distribution of Dialects in the Ming
Dynasty and Their Phonological Characteristics

Zhang yulai

Abstract This paper uses the remains of dialect materials to study the dialects in the
Ming(BH)dynasty. It is found that the dialects in Ming dynasty and modern times have nearly the
same characteristics and the division into districts comes into being in Ming dynasty by and large.
The changes are negligible from the beginning to the end of the Ming dynasty. There is a palpable
difference between north and south China. There are two prominent differences .Firstly, there are
no entering vowel and entering tone . It covers far-reaching areas including Ji ¥, Lu &, Henan 1]
F4 and the national city (5{Jifi).Secondly, A great number of the dental sound in southern China
are not spoken clearly. The relations are most complicated among zhuang(/¥) group, zhang()
group, and jing(¥§) group.

Keywords Ming dynasty, dialect pronunciation, division into districts
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