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A Ciritical Account of Studies of
Semantic Development in Ancient Chinese in the Last
20 or So Years

FANG Ping-quan

Abstract Since the 1980s there have been various studies on the forms of semantic
development of ancient Chinese vocabulary. In addition to semantic extension, scholars have
proposed many other theories, such as semantic contamination, mutual causation, semantic
penetration, synchronic extension, structural assimilation, etc. This paper discusses the process in
which the theory of semantic extension was proposed and improved, examines other theories
based on former studies, and suggests that the theories that attribute semantic changes to mutual
influence between lexical items have a position quite different from that of semantic extension.

Keywords ancient Chinese, lexical meaning, theory, critical account
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