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Je5 sik6 and JeS jam?2 in Contemporary Hong Kong
Cantonese: Two New Nouns Formed by Re-analysis

Bit-Chee KWOK

Abstract Je5 sik6 M & (lit. thing-eat) and je jam2 Mf#X(lit. thing-drink), which correspond
to shiwu B4 (food) and yinliao 8% ¥}(drink) respectively in Mandarin Chinese, are two new nouns
commonly used by the young Cantonese speakers in Hong Kong. In this paper, we discuss the
functions of these two words, and argue that their formations involve re-analysis of the serial verb
construction and the existential sentence.

Keywords Hong Kong Cantonese, ciu4 jyu$, je5 sik6, je5 jam2, re-analysis



