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The Word Niugang 4 in the Hakka dialect

Yan Xiuhong & Wei Huibin

Abstract The word niugang 4 X first appeared in Mao Zedong’s Xunwu Survey but its
meaning and etymology are unknown. By studying the historical record of mass transpotation of
goods in the Tang and Song dynasties and the meaning of gang 44 in Chinese archive as well as
Hakka dialects, the paper concludes that niugang is just a homophone and its etymological origin
is 4. In line with this hypothesis, a few more relevent words and phrases in Hakka dialects have
been explored and re-explained.

Keywords Hakka dialects, Xunwu Survey, niugang, mass transportation of goods, bussiness
gang
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