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The Phonetic System of the Hakka Dialect in the
New Territories of Hong Kong
One Hundred Years Ago

Zhuang Chusheng & Luo Qiuping

Abstract The Basel Missionary Society compiled a great number of books written in
Hakka dialects after the year 1860. Among them the Qimeng gianxue throws light on the basic
features of the Hakka dialect in the New Territories of Hong Kong one hundred years ago. The
text is of great value for studying the Hakka dialects of those days.

This paper sums up the phonetic features of the dialect. It is based on two versions: one in
alphabets (published in 1879) and one in Chinese (published in 1880). This paper also makes
extensive use of the search and sort functions in Excel.

Keywords New Territories of Hong Kong, Hakka dialect, The Basel Missionary Society,
Qimeng qianxue, syllabary, phonetic system
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