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Three Correlatives of Suppositional Relation in the
Yue’ou (Cantonese Ballads)

YANG Jingyu

Abstract  Correlatives in complex sentences have different origins and different
evolvements. Three correlatives, gianri(F H), dande({873), and shede(%75), in three Yue'ou
(Cantonese ballads) works, which covered about 100 years, were studied in this paper. They had
different properties, showed different ways of evolvement. The fact that these three words could
hardly be found in other Qing dynasty works, and that they disappeared in Cantonese today as
well, was due to their linguistic constraints.

Keywords correlatives, suppositional relation, gianri( 7 ), dande(187%), shede( %73, style
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