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From the Meaning “Including All” to the Meanings
“Estimating” and “Speculating” :
An Example Illustrating the Grammaticalization of
Adverb zong
Meaning “Estimating” and “Speculating”

ZHOU Minli

Abstract Modal adverb zong which means “estimating” and “speculating” has undergone a
grammaticalization and semantic development process in this wise: from the verb which means
“gathering” to verb which means “including all,” then the adverb which means “all, ” and at last
adverb which means “estimating” and “speculating. ” The mechanism and motivation of this
development are analogy, reanalysis, and pragmatic inference. The semantic development from
“including all” to “estimating” and “speculating” is representative in that (da)yue, dagai and he
(zhe) have also undergone similar process. The adverb zong denotes a range quantity and other
adverbs such as huo, duo, duoban, daban, etc. which denote different range quantity also have
such a meaning as “estimating” and “speculating. ”

Keywords “including all, ” “estimating” and “speculating, ” analogy, reanalysis, pragmatic
inference, grammaticalization, subjectivisation, semantic development
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