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The Origin of the Preposition zAuo er in Qixia Dialect
and Related Problems

Liu Cuixiang

Abstract Zhe was used as a preposition in pre-modern Chinese. The prevailing view among
scholars is that zhe is developed from zhuo(meaning “adhering”); however, some scholars also
assume that zhe comes from zhe as a verb meaning “placement.” Zhe r in Qixia dialect is still a
preposition and its present meaning comes from the verb zke. In the history of Chinese language,
zai and zhe, both of which show location, once shared the same semantic meaning and were
replacing each other with different forms. However, dai and zhe’r in Qixia dialect are not
replacing each other, although they both show location. Dai is employed in the position of, or
following fei shi ran while zhe 'r occupies the position of, or following shi ran. The “gene” of this
distinction is obviously the distinction between the verb dai which means “existence” and the verb
zhe which means “placement.”

Keywords preposition, adhering, existence and placement, replacing, parallel evolution
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