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Phonetic Comparisons of Two-Tone Dialects of
Honggu and Sanjiaji in Gansu Province

MO Chao & ZHU Fulin

Abstract This paper aims to study the phonetic systems of Honggu dialect and Sanjiaji
dialect. Honggu county is 50 miles west of Lanzhou city, the capital of Gansu province. Sanjiaji
town lies in Guanghe county of Linxia Hui Autonomous Prefecture of Gansu province, about 80
miles south of Lanzhou city. In order to find out the cause of two tones in these two dialects, this
paper studies the phonetic systems of Honggu dialect and Sanjiaji dialect, analyses especially the
tone sandhi of the two dialects, and then compares Sanjiaji dialect with Honggu dialect, and with
the dialect of Kangjiaya town which is situated in Lintao county of Dingxi city and is separated
from Sanjiaji town by the Guanghe River. The findings of this paper show that Honggu dialect and
Sanjiaji dialect are taken as the dialects with the least tones in Chinese and dialects with two tones
come from dialects with three tones. In addition, Sanjiaji dialect is now changing from Zhongyuan
Mandarin to Lanzhou-Baiyin Mandarin.

Keywords two-tone dialect, phonetic system, phonetic comparisons, Honggu dialect,
Sanjiaji dialect
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