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The Sound [l] in the finals of the She Dialect of
Dingbao Village of Fengyang She Ethnic Township,
Cangnan County

OSHIMA Hiromi

Abstract Dingbao is one of those villages in Fengyang She Ethnic Township, Cangnan
county, Zhejiang province where the She people live. This paper describes the sound [1] in the
finals of the She dialect of Dingbao and explores how the sound [1] came to appear in the finals of
the dialect. The sound [1] (the sound is actually [|]) has shown in pronunciations of certain Chinese
characters, in front of some rusheng finals and a final —n, and these finals have changed to —lt, —In
or —1. The sound [1] is a kind of glide produced by a breathy voice, and it is not one which changed
from the sound weakness of the finals, or voiced finals. The She dialect of Huimingsi in Jingning
She Autonomous County also has the same sound [1] as a glide, and it only shows in a final —t of
some words belonging to the yangru tone with breathy voice which is not shown in the yinru tone.
This paper shows that the finals with [1] of the Dingbao She dialect are not related to voiced finals
in a She dialect of Jingning, described by a few scholars before, and it does not agree with the
existence of voiced finals in the She dialects and Chinese dialects in the past and present.

Keywords She dialects, sound [l], final —It, final —In, final -, breathy voice, glide[l],
voiced retroflex lateral approximant [|]
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