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A Study on XA Adjective Words in Hakka, Gan and
Xiang Dialects

YAN Xiuhong

Abstract There is a disyllable XA adjective form in Hakka dialects. The X is an adverb
suffix which does not have actual meaning but can act as a modifier for the second monosyllabic
adjective. The X has longer duration and can be stressed when emphasized. The Xiang, Gan, and
Hakka dialects have that structure, but the coastal Chinese dialects such as Min, Yue, and Wu do
not. By comparing with other dialects and checking the relationship with the historical emigration,
this paper concludes that the Jiangxi province is the origin of these XA adjective words.

Keywords adverb suffix, Hakka dialects, Gan dialects, Xiang dialects, morphology

34





