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A Study of the Pronunciation of the
ancient VO initials in Tongshan Dialects

ZHANG Yong-Sheng

Abstract The pronunciations of the ancient voiced obstruent (VO) initials can be divided
into four types according to whether they are aspiration after being devoiced. 1. The Hakka-Gan.
All those that are pronounced affricative or fricative should be aspirated, no matter whether they
are level or oblique. 2. The Yangfang. The pronunciation level of this type is aspirated, oblique
unaspirated. 3. The Tongyang. All initials of this type should be unaspirated, no matter whether
they are level or oblique. 4. The Yanxia. All should be unaspirated, no matter whether they are
level or oblique. But, there are still a number of initials that are aspirated. The present
pronunciations of the ancient VO initials in Tongshan dialect are thoroughly studied in this paper
to discover the relations among the pronunciations mentioned in the procedure of the development,
focusing on the forming cause and course of the Yangfang.

Keywords Gan dialect, Tongshan dialect, VO initials
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