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Trill in Yicheng Dialect

DING Zhanzhan

Abstract Yicheng is located in the midstream area of the Han river, northwest of Hubel
province, and belongs to the Southwest Mandarin Area. There is a trill [.r] which has a neutral
tone in the Yicheng dialect. It is commonly used in Yicheng dialect, but is rare in other dialects.
The trill in Yicheng dialect is our main focus. This paper describes pronunciation characteristics of
the trill, concluding with its lexical functions, grammatical functions, pragmatic functions, and
analyses the source of the trill with reference to its peripheral dialects.

Keywords Yicheng dialect, trill, “F suffix, continuous aspect, locative preposition
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