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The Dynamic Evolutionary and Separation and

Reunion Mechanism of Separable Verb-object Words
——The Modern Chinese Dictionary (1st-5th Editions) as a
Case Study

Hu Yun-wan

Abstract The Modern Chinese Dictionary {1st-5th editions) has collected 3,854 separable
verb-object words. Among these words, 1,443 words have changes in the different editions or
structures. The changes in different editions have 15 types, for example some of the separable
verb-object words exist only in the first edition; the first edition collects some separable
verb-object words, the second and the third do not and they appear in the fifth edition again. The
changes on the structure have 10 types, such as a separable word to a word or a separable word to
a phrase. From the perspective of language itself, a force which is produced by the mutual
influences of the expansion ability, the lexicalization, the delexicality, the syllable conformity
principle, the quality and meaning of structural components, which confines the separation and
reunion changes of separable verb-object words.

Keywords separable verb-object words, the dynamic evolutionary, the separation and
reunion mechanisms
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