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On kai in Chengxiang Accent Hakka Dialect
in Zengcheng

Jiang Yuting

Abstract The word kai is widely used in Chengxiang accent Hakka dialect in Zengcheng.
This paper discusses various uses of kai in Zengcheng and demonstrates how it is grammaticalized
synchronically. Kai can be used not only as a main verb and a directional verb, but also as a
resultative complement, It can also change into an aspect marker expressing the accomplishment
of an event and furthermore the realization of a state.

Keywords Hakka dialect, kai, Chengxiang accent, grammaticalization, Zengcheng
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