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Rationales, Methodologies, and Topics for the
Research of Cantonese Syntax

Sze-Wing TANG

Abstract In this paper, we discuss the significance of the study of Cantonese syntax and its
applications and try to answer three questions: (i) Why should we study Cantonese from a
syntactic approach? (ii) How should we study Cantonese syntax? (iif) What kind of topics can we
study in Cantonese syntax? It is argued that the study of Cantonese syntax is very interesting and
challenging.

Keywords  syntax, dialectal grammar, Cantonese, functional words, discontinnous
constructions
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