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The Diachronic Evolution and
Synchronic Distribution of Verbs
with the Meaning of “Wipe”

XIE Zhixiang

Abstract From the historical perspective, this paper explores the evolution and replacement
of verbs with the meaning of “wipe” such as fu, shi, ma and ca. It also examines the synchronic
distribution of these verbs in contemporary Chinese dialects. It then goes on to investigate the
cause of their formations, which demonstrates the close relationship between the historical
evolution of Chinese vocabulary and the geographical distribution of dialects.

Keywords diachronic evolution, synchronic distribution, wipe

114



