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The Evolution of Chinese Vocabulary As of
Western Learning Spreading to The East

Xu Shiyi

Abstract A new trend of lingual ecology formed from Ming and Qing to the Republic of
China because the spread of Western learning to the East produced a number of new words, not
only leading to the transition from quantitative change to the qualitative change of Chinese
classical and dialect language with times changing, thus inheriting the lingering and concise
classical language based on ancient vernacular, meanwhile absorbing European languages to form
this extensive rich new dialect, but also reflecting the process of the collision and blending of
Chinese as well as Western cultures from physical and mental levels, both enriching Chinese
conceptual systems and concept system and expanding people’s thinking space and scientific
thinking ability, ultimately forming a new ideological system, constructing a new era and breaking
the traditional model, reflecting the blending of two cultures. So Chinese linguistics research
cannot be limited to the description of the structure of language itself, it should also notice the
traditional cultural heritage, contacting social, physical, physiological and psychological, and
should also describe and explain the linguistic phenomenon in space and time, then try to clear the
principle and master the method, to explore the development and trends of Chinese adapting to the
society.

Keywords Western learning spreading to the East, language contact, transition of Chinese
classical and dialectal language, collisions and blending
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