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The Linguistic Significance of
“Two Handles of a Metaphor”:
With a Discussion of the Feasibility of Fanxun

YU Songhui & LIU Dan

Abstract The idea of “two handles of a metaphor” not only occupies a prominent position
in the history of rhetorical study, but also assumes a particular linguistic significance. Beginning
with this idea, this article conducts a survey of its synchronic and diachronic uses, pointing out
how synchronic enantiosemy facilitates our understanding of Chinese, and explicates its
significance in the research of Chinese language.
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