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The Semantic Change of Diminutive ji and
its Related Problems in Xinshao Xiang Dialect

ZHOU Minli

Abstract The auxiliary word ji in Xinshao Xiang dialect can not only be added to nouns,
numerals, state adjectives, adverbs but also to noun phrases, quantifier reduplications, quantitative
phrases, demonstrative pronoun-quantifier phrases, verb phrases and even adjective phrases and
clauses. It can indicate that something is small and it also can highlight the smaliness of something,
or emphasize the state. Furthermore, it can soften the mood and express emotional coloring such
as satisfaction or jocosity, etc. The semantic bleaching mechanisms of ji include semantic
extension, reasoning, and subjectification. The similar phenomena of grammaticalization of
diminutive also exist in Mandarin, modern dialects, and ancient Chinese. The diminutive ji tends
to be grammaticalized to zero form, but in some fixed structures it still remains. The diminutive
category of Xinshao Xiang dialect is composed of ji, zi, zaiji, nene..... ji, xi, etc. Among them, ji
expresses smallness from a subjective view, and the other four from an objective view,

Keywords ji, auxiliary word, diminutive, highlighting, semantic bleaching, diminutive
category
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