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A Comparative Study of the Words and Phrases in Five
Northern Min Dialects

Song-Hing Chang
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Northern Fujian is the area where Fujian dialects are the most complicated. It is generally
agreed by academics that dialects represented by the Jian’ou dialect are a branch of the
Min dialect. It is not so with dialects represented by Shaowu dialect. Scholars are of two
opinions: some believe that they are Min dialects while others argue that they are Hakka—
Gan dialects. Previous studies of the areal classification of Northern Min dialects are
based mainly on phonological features. This paper chooses five localities, namely Shaowu,
Guangze, Jianyang, Shibei, and Jian’ou, as representatives, and compares them, from a
lexical point of view, with Min and Gan dialects. It aims, from this one perspective, to shed
light on the historical connections and current relations between two divisions of Northern
Min dialects.
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Northern Min, dialect words, Min dialect, Northern Min dialect, Gan dialect



