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On the Etymology of Chinese Grammatical Function Words

Lan Li

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract

The thesis discussed the etymology of Chinese grammatical function words from four
aspects. First, we instructed what is etymology, and explain why we have to explore the
origin of Chinese grammatical function words; in the third part of the thesis we discussed
some basic method and principle of etymology of grammatical function words, and final we

show origins of 3 grammatical function words in 3 kinds of different method.
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etymology, grammatical function word, Dialect comparison, Comparative between ancient

Chinese and modern Chinese.



