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Notes on "‘Studies on Hung-lou Meng and Ts’ao
Hsiieh-chin’s Anti-Neo-Confucian Attitude

(A Summary)

Mou Jun-suN

Commenting on past Hung-lou Meng by Chinese scholars, the present author agrees
with the theory that the novel was created out of the author’s personal experience, information
from other sources, and imagination. It is partly autobiographical and partly imaginary. The
present author wishes to point out furthermore the novel’s anti-Neo-Confucian attitude and to
discuss its mental causation.

The Ch’ing emperors, from K’ang-hsi, through Yung-chéng to Chien-lung, were enthusiastic
patrons of Neo-Confucianism. Neo-Confucianism is the kind of philosophy whose main concern
is man’s moral life to be attained through knowledge and self-discipline. Both Yung-chéng and
Chien-lung made use of Neo-Confucianism as a rationalization to justify their arbitrary rule over
their subjects and the people. That is, they employed ways of self-discipline to discipline others
and made themselves self-righteous. Both the emperors acted very much like a modern authoritarian
despot There were persons at that time such as Hui Tung, Tai Chén an ien Ta-hsin, who in

Ch’ing scholars in his dlsgust against the way in which the Ch’ing rulers were holding the nation in
absolute subjection, as well as its rationale, Neo-Confucianism. The main plot of Hung-lou Meng is
erotic love. It is obvious that the author meant to oppose love, which was human lust in the Neo-
Confucians’ view, to heavenly ordering (tien-Ii), which was said to be divine and must be obeyed.
The hero of the novel extolled wholeheartedly the female sex, which was said to be made of water
and therefore pure and clean, and scorned the male sex, which was said to be made of mud and
symbolize filth and darkness. It can be understood that, as a result of his disgust toward the
hypocritical and autocratic rule of the Ch’ing emperors, the author of the novel was disgusted also
with the persons in power under this rule, who were all men. The same reason also explains why
the hero of the novel was so disdainful of the Confucian Classics, the civil service examination
founded upon the tenets of Neo-Confucianism, and the government officialdom created out of the
examination.

Since this article is supplemented by the present autho icle mentioned above,

reference to that article i



