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Chiang Yee

The Future of Chinese Calligraphy and Painting
(A Summary)

CHIANG YEE

anid painting? This question would never have
been occurred to: hinese calhgrapher ainter some sixty or seventy years ago. But it came
up after the First War, for at that time Chinese civilization had come into much closer
contact with other civilizations, particularly the Western one.

Is there an

People rely on language to communicate with one another, but the Chinese script is non-
alphabetical and is not easily accessible to readers in the West. Some Chinese scholars tried to
solve the difficulty by creating an alphabet of 50 symbols. Though the new alphabet was used
for a while, though on a restricted scale, it was soon dropped and very few Chinese know about
it nowadays. Since the end of the Second World War the need for direct communication between
China and other nations became more urgent and many sided. Discussions about reform of the
written language began more vigorous than ever and some suggested providing a romanized script
for Chinese, so that it could be read like any Western language. This brought up two important
problems: one is that the Chinese would have to learn Roman letters with their distinct sound
implications, consonants and vowels. The second is that the Chinese language on the whole is
monosyllabic:- one word one sound, and many words with the same - nd. If all Chinese words
ess confusion in meaning in

This would be a time co. ming task and could not be achieved in a few years. Yet without any
romanized versions of the early books, the younger generations would be cut off from all the
literature and learning of their past. It seems, therefore, that the Chinese characters will remain
in use in their original forms for many years to come.

As Chinese calligraphy is derived from Chinese characters in artistic forms, it will not cease
to be practised and appreciated either. Moreover, I believe Chinese calligraphy will have a better
and brighter future. In the past educated people formed a very small percentage of the whole
Chinese population. Within the last fifty years or so, the percentage of educated persons has
increased a hundred times. Those who receive education will read Chinese books and also practise
writing Chinese characters. The more they write, the more their interest in appreciating the beauty
of the strokes and the stroke-structure will increase. At the same time the purchase of the brushes,
ink and paper will not be so difficult as before. And there are many fine réproductions of works
by the old masters for study, which prev1ously had not been a all. From all these aspects
‘ better and brighter but also the

emergence of a num



The: Future of Chinese Calligraphy and Painting

Chinese painting is closely related to calligraphy, for the painter and calligrapher employ
the same brush, ink and paper for their works. If Chinese calligraphy is to have a better and
brighter future, Chinese painting would of course follow suit. However, unlike calligraphy which
is linked solely to the continuation of the Chinese written language, Chinese painting has under-
gone a direct challenge from Western painting. Many young Chinese painters of recent times
became bored with imitating the old masters or painting in the same classical style without pro-
ducing any innovations. They took up Western techniques and media for painting large numbers
of works. Their enterprising spirit should be admired but their paintings cannot be termed
“Chinese”, though they themselves are all Chinese by birth. What I mean by:a Chinese painting
is one that employs a Chinese technique and a Chinese dwn‘l id is created by a Chinese artist.
Those paintings in a Western techmque and mediu |_eas ‘mistaken for the work of
some foreign artist, anmistak

To-day my disc n-is solely concerned with Chinese painting in the proper sense and not
those in Western style. However I myself think that Chinese painters of to-day not only have
better facilities for purchasing Chinese brushes, ink and paper as well as for studying numerous
good reproductions of many old masterpieces but can also learn from Western technique and
compositions in order to create something new. With the challenge of Western paintings, Chinese
work cannot remain at a standstill but must move forward into new development. I therefore
suggest the following eight points for the future development of Chinese painting from now
on: (1) EA4 There must be something in the painting; i.e. a painting must convey some
meaning to the onlooker. (2) R4 A2 7 Do not copy the old, nor stick too closely to the old.
(3) A3 H:48 Do not aim only at refinement, nor only paint so-called refined subject-matters but
also paint those subject-matters concerning social activities and life problems. (4) B2 SRR
Do not discard the Chinese brush, ink, paper or silk. When Dr. Hu Shih initiated modern Chinese
pal -hua hterature in place of the classical style he did not dlscard the written Chinese characters.

Chinese should continue to use the charactenst 3
individual quality in thy ﬁf{k&:\T e‘worf( must be representatlve of the time.
(1) BB T 4 The w
standable. (&Eﬁﬂ(ﬁ\ﬁﬂw work produced must have the quality of permanence. Though the
artist cannot live to see the next generation appreciate his creation, the aim of his creation
should be the appreciation of future generations.
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