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122 Yen Keng-wang

The Ch’ang-an-Ling-wu Post Road and the
Importance of Ling-wu in the Communications of
North-west China during the T’ang Dynasty

. YEN KENG-WANG

Lingwu chiin was located 10 li south-west of the present Ling-wu-hsien of Ning-hsia
Province. It was about 1200 li north (with a slight deviation towards the west) of Ch’ang-an,
capital of the T°ang. Of all the border provinces, it was the one nearest to the capital. Besides, as
there were no high mountains or big rivers in between the capital and Ling-wu, the contact
between Ling-wu chiin and the central government was the closest amongst the border provinces.
Moreover, it stood at the key position on the waterway of the Upper Yellow River. It also led
directly to the northern border. With the above characteristics, it became the most important path
along which the strong northern barbarians sent their invading armies and also the Chinese
despatched their troops for counter-attacks. During the prime of the T’ang, there were eight
Chieh-tu-shih (Regional Commanders) guarding the border from north-east to north-west. The
Chieh-tu-shih of Shuo-fang governing Ling-wu stood at the centre, controlling the Uighurs in the
north and protecting Ch’ang-an in the south, It therefore hac rategic value of safeguarding
the border and protectin ; han 1
two capitals, the res ng w efly on the military support of the Ling-wu
chiin. During the latter half of the T’ang Lung-shan became subordinated to Turfan and the north
and south post roads leading from Ch’ang-an to the west also fell into the hands of Turfan. Ling-
wu thus became not only the main path connecting China and the northern Uighurs, but also the
way leading westward to the countries of central Asia. Meanwhile, Ch’ang-an was only 400 li or
500 1i away from the western border and was under repeated pressure from Turfan. That Ch’ang-
an was saved was another contribution of Ling-wu’s military strength and its control on the right
wing. Therefore, the Shuo-fang-chiin of Ling-wu in the T°ang held a prominent position in the
north-western communications and was of great strategic importance. The purpose of this article
is to describe the post road from Ling-wu to Ch’ang-an and the other post roads to places in
various directions and to explain the importance of Ling-wu in strategy and communications.




