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Academic Contributions of the Excavation

at Shang Ts'un Ling
(A Summary)

Lin Shou-chin

in’ the kk middle Huangho

In the Chou Dynasty, there was a well-know
of :State of Chin in 655 B.C.

Valley. It was later mvaded and deslroyed-vby_
As a result, the distin .

Chinese Academy of; ciences, under the directorship of the author, discovered the capital
town of Kuo, Shang-yang, at the present-day Li Chia Yao Village, City of San Men
Gorge, Honan Province. A sizable cemetery of the Kuo nobles was at the same time
excavated from a depth of over fifty feet of the loessland at Shang Ts’un Ling. This is
one of the most significant and richest finds in the history of Chinese archaeology. From
the graveyard were unearthed a total of 234 tombs of Kuo nobles and their kinsmen
(including that of the Crown Prince of Kuo), four pits of horses and chariots, over
14,000 pieces of remains of tools, weapons, chariot-fittings, household vessels, ceremonial
and musical instruments, ornaments, and the remains of twenty chariots. An ancient
state that had been lost for two thousand and six hundred years is once more exhibited
to the world.

The academic contributions from the excavation at Shan
evaluated from various aspects. In general, it sheds.ne hazy history of
Kuo’s social and cultural life that had remained uiikno ‘ an two thousand years.
It also fills a gap in China’s atchaeologlcal research; a period that has long been a blank
from the late Western ( ou Dynasty to the early Spring and Autumn Period.

Based on the solid contributions of the excavation, this essay brings a full discussion
on the following 13 topics:

The establishment of the location of the capital of Kuo — Shang-yang,

The establishment of the exact historical period, of Northern Kuo,

The solution of certain problems that had existed in the Kuo clan,

The clarification of the matrimonial relationship between the ruling families
of the states of Su and Kuo,

The rigid class system in the Chou Dynasty,

The emergence of new funeral rites in Central China,

The technique of pottery-making of Northern Kuo,

The technique of bronze-making of Northern Kuo,

9. The discovery of the earliest lacquer-works in China so f;

10. The discovery of the earliest glasswares in China

11. The
12. The
13. The

un' Ling can be
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