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The Procedure of the Investiture Ceremony

as Recorded in Bronze Inscriptions
(A Summary)

Cheung Kwong-yue

Both the transmitted literature and inscriptio )
for details on the nat "nvestiture .ceremony — pamcularly in the Western Chou
period — one source R ] ting “the: madequames of the other. Only a few scholars
have investigated this subject to any appreciable depth, eg. Chu Yu-fu of the Ch’ing
period, and more recently Ch’i Ssu-ho and Ch’en Meng-chia; Wong Yin-wai in his doctoral
dissertation has gone into considerable details in regard to the nature of the ceremony
and the presentations made and his Chapter on the nature of the ancient investiture
ceremony in bronze inscriptions recording the granting of benefices was compiled in
Canberra about the same time as 1 was writing up the present paper in Taipei. Both
cover much the same ground. However, a number of variant points of view and emphases
may be observed but there are no instances of major clashes of opinion.

Fifty or so inscriptions contain data relevant to the investiture ceremony. There
are listed chronologically in the present paper (following such authorities as Kuo Mo-jo,
Ch’en Meng-chia, Tung Tso-pin, etc.) and the significant passages from each document
are cited. Although the subject matter covered by the inscription texts is‘somewhat limited,

3. Palaces or Temples: in-which the King arrived to preside over the ceremony — 17 all
told. (The significance of the term #'u is explored in this section, and the presence.
or absence of reference to the t'ai-shih “Great Hall of Audience”).

4. The order of the ceremonial procedures and the positions of the participants:

(a) The King taking his position.

(b) The investee’s entrance through the doorway (to the court-yard) — and the
‘“‘assistant on the right”,

(c) The investee’s taking his position in the centre of the court-yard and facing the
north (i.e. towards the King).

(d) The diploma of investiture and the Royal officials commanded by the King to
present the diploma to the investee.

(e) The investee’s reception of the diploma of investiture

(f) His holding a sceptre and further audlence with the Ki

Upon detailed study of e sinscriptions and in the traditional

literature, it is possible ehensive account of the ancient

investiture ceremony.




