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‘The Linguistic Structures of Fu, Pi and Hsing-
With Spectal Reference to the Symbolic Meanings of
The Bird Motifs as Hsing in the Early Yueh-fu Poetry

(A Summary)
Ying-hsiung Chou

Chinese rhetoric aktekgkories devised for poetry—i.e., fu Jg, pi H and hsing Bl —the
first categoryk,,j‘ii, Qﬁaiitatively similar to natural language, but employs the intensifying
syntactic devices of addition, deletion and parallelism. Both pi and hsing, on the other
hand, involve the semantic transference of meaning. Using the concept of the twofold
tendencies of language—selection and combination (i.e., substitution and contiguity)—
developed by Roman Jakobson, pi can be said to belong to selection and substitution,
with one term standing in a metaphoric relationship to another. These two terms may
involve relations between words or compounds. In the case of poetry where the prin-
ciple of correspondence reigns supreme, one line may even serve as a substitute for
another (as in the case of Regulated Verse, where one line in a pair often serves as the
semantic equivalence of the other). i

I

efm is combined with another

on a metonymical basis. ‘in a wide variety of ways,

according to a 0
between these two metonymical terms are often hidden and difficult to uncover.
However, this does not mean that the relationship is entirely haphazard. Jakobson be-
lieves that in natural language combination is usually built up of contiguity but that in
poetry equivalence which characterizes selection in natural language is often projected
into the axis of combination. In other words, the combined terms also exist, on a deep
structural level, in a metaphoric relatibnshjp, with one equalling and substituting for the
other. In the case of oral poetry, some archaeology of literature is often required to un-
carth the hidden relationship between the combined elements. Among the bird motifs
used as hsing in the ancient yiieh-fu poems, a lonely bird in flight is often coordinated
with the theme of disruptions in human relationships such as separations between hus-

band and wife or estrangement of a family member fro contrast, the paired

birds on the perch are often conjoi niony between man and wife,

among members o

hsing not only con with, but also determine symbolically, the main texts.




