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The Population of T’ang China

(A Summary)

Yang Yiian

The chief purpose of this article is to prove, on the basis of historical records, that

the population figures, in terms of households corta he ‘Treatise on Geography”

‘ . but'were of 754 A.D.. The latter

year was also the p lig lation figures of T’ang China reached the
highest point. The also attempts to explain why this was so.

According to the ¢census of 754 A.D. the population of North China exceeded that
of South China by over 11,000,000. Of the total population at that time, North China
had 60.6% whereas South China had 39.4%. If we take an overall view of the fluctuation
of the population in Chinese history, the T’ang dynasty was the turning point in the
change in its general trends. Before then from the Western Han onward, the North
was on the increase while the South was on the decrease. From then on the reverse
was the case.

Why the T’ang dynasty sees such a change in population trends? There are many
causes. Basing himself on the fact that the population among the cities along the Grand
Canal was very dense, the author concludes that the opening of the Grand Canal in the
Sui and T’ang dynasties was one of the most important factors «this change.

Viewed from another dimension, the author finds | portion of the house-
holds which had been ex k ong' the total households,
those exempted from: NOX¢ " In point of population, the number
exempted from taxation was five or s x‘}tlmes more than those who were not exempted.
Thus, it is certain that the' ‘T’ang Empire would have come to ruin even without the
subsequent rebellion of An Lu-shan and Shih Ssu- -ming.

The excessive burden of taxation during the T’ang dynasty led to the critical problem
of fao-hu (households evading tax). As a result, the figures of households and popula-
tion in the T’ang period are not accurate. In fact, this had already been the case since
the Wei-Chin dynasties. Nevertheless, the figures of households and population recorded
in the Hsin T°ang-shu and Chiu T’ang-shu remain the most important sources for refer-
ence and research.

During the T’ang dynasty, the area where the highest population density was found
was [ Chou £ H{, the Ch’eng Tu Plain nowadays. Next came the Wei Chou %} , the
southern part of Hopei. The author tries to account for this through an analysis of the
historical background, the geographical environment, as well as the productions of these
two regions. He will also analyse the other regionsiwh 1 gh population density
was found. His finding V

In short, in T’an
any understanding of the
period. ~

‘1tary, the pohtlcal and even the economic aspects of the




