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The Beginning of Malpractices in
Chinese Commercial Printing in Southern Sung

(A Summary)

Poon Ming-sun

Large-scale commercialization of Chinese printing started in Southern Sung,
with Fu-chien Province emerging as the most prominent centre of trade printing.
Practices which brought the most profit were employed by these printers.

The most obvious characteristic of books printed by commercial publishers
in the South Sung was the poor physical format, resulting from the employment of
inferior materials and closely-packed characters. To increase the sales the printers
aimed their publications at a wide readership an ied:'books " according to

Fu-chien printers also introduced certain
s in their trade. (1) To reedit, rearrange
the text, or incorporate ne jaterials into, existing books. (2) To compete in sheet
size of the books théy produced. (3) To publish abridged versions of lengthy works.
(4) To publish pirated editions. (5) To publish forged books. (6) To disguise
private works as government works. (7) To publish part of a work as separate work.
(8) To pass incomplete works for complete ones. Because of their textual faults, many
Fu-chien imprints, especially “Ma-sha editions,” were infamous among scholars in
their own days and in later ages.




