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Ku Chieh-kang’s New Approaches to
Chinese Ancient History

A Summary

Hsu Kwan-san

This work Tesults o
raphy since 1900, In gqntrasé w1£h previous presentations focusing either on his role
as a young ‘‘scientific ﬂistorian,” an “‘iconoclastic editor,” or on his penetrating
studies of the Book of Documents in his last three years after the “Ten Years of
Catastrophe” (1966-76), this 18,000 word article attempts to present a complete
picture of Ku Chieh-kang’s intellectual and academic lifefrom the days of a liberal
scholar persuing scientific history in the romantic era of New Culture Movement to
the years of an elder Shang Shu specialist under the Communist rule - with special
reference to his life time study on history of Chinese antiquity and his farreaching
contribution to studies of historical geography and its establishment as a new branch

of social science in China.

There are three themes running thre

necessary for the esfabhshment of historical truth, and in many cases doubtfulness
even more necessary for seeking a scientific truth. Secondly, it argues convincingly
that his approaches to historical study, except a few minor points at technical level,
had nothing in common with Wang Kuo-wei in spite of his claims in the late 70s;
and that in terms of methodology Ku had remained a loyal student of Hu Shih
until his last days although he did puclicly criticize Hu’s bourgeois pragmatic histor-
iography on several significant occasions. The author also noted that there was a
big difference in their application of the so-called evolutionary method. Thirdly,
this paper points out that since 1920 Ku Chieh-kang’s academic interest had always
1 the field of folklore
research.  Judging by

focused on history of high and middle antiquity,
was nothing but a supplementary ‘app: h for,

his own words, K1 himself a folklorist as some Western

scholars suggeste’d\;\ =



