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Fu Ssumen and the Historical School of
Source Materials

Hsu Kwan-san

(A Summary)

discusses mainly .

First, the fur ntals of the school. According to the author, the arguments,
which Fu and his colleagues at the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica,
upheld for two decades since 1928, can be condensed into three statements:

1) Discovery of new sources and topics always leads to new developments in

the field of historical studies;

2) The gist of modern European historiography lies in its emphasis on critical

study of source materials of all sorts including physical remains;

3) All historical studies of a scientific nature should always begin with

meticulous criticism of sources.

From these, the author points out, we can see that Fu and his colleagues never
proposed a theory that scientific study of history is nothing but studies of source
materials as had been made out by their critics in th ps'of both conservative and
Marxist historians. ‘ F

Second, its purpose. Thxs ‘ u and the Institute aimed to
achieve is not another science ‘wholly Wthh is simply an imitation of Europe as
models but a new demphne developed from a 3,000 year old tradition incorporating
the best in the tradition, particularly critical methods as used by Ssu-ma Kuang, Ku
Yen-wu and Chien Ta-hsin.

Third, its significance. The author argues with ample evidence that the historical
significance of this school should not be judged solely by its concrete academic
achievements before 1949, but by taking also into account its direct impact and
indirect influence on academic researches in the fields of history, archeaology and
language science on both sides of the Taiwan Strait in the past thirty-five years.




