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A Reflection on the Land Syatem of Western Chou
from the Inscriptions on Two Bronze Vessels

(A Summary)

Wang Jan-chong

The bronze vessels We1 He f,%j*andw SSU-W
from Tung-chia ts’un
value. Since the exca

; which were unearthed
, bear important historical
of these vessels, they had attracted the attention of scholars
cription and history of pre-Ch’in. The terms chu ¥ and Chu-
t’ien BT H were mentloned in the inscriptions of the two vessels. The interpretation of
these terms is germane to the understanding of the land system of Western Chou.

However, there have been different opinions on the explanation of chu. Some pro-
nounce it as fsu M, some regard it as chia (. Still others pronounce it as y# T, as
chia & , or explain it as yen i , etc. Some consider chu and chu-t‘ien as the bargain of
land, and thus deduce that the private possession of land existed after the middle of
the Western Chou Era.

After an in-depth study of the ancient character chu from the phonological and
semantic standpoint, the author arrives at the view that chu should be read as chang
#4, which means recompense or compensate. Also chu-t’ien should be interpreted as
repayment or compensation of farmland. Thus, the inscriptions. of these two vessels
reflect how the aristocrats of Western Chou expanded their possessmn by the way of
chu-t’ien, which did not_constitute land. deal among themselves. The act of expanding
land ownership might hav resulted in the weakenmg of the system of royal possession,
but it did not chang he ongmal land system. Thus, it is improper to say that the
private possession of land came into existence after the middle period of Western Chou.




