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On the Earliest Ceramic Technology in East Asia

(A Summary)

Tang Chung

The age of the earliest ceramic technology.in: East Asia has been determined
through radiocarbon dating as follows: Japan longolia, 12,500 B.P.; South China,
10,000 B.P.; North C and Siberia, between 9,000 and 10,000 B.P. and Korea,
8,000 B.P. This sho t it is quite likely that the earliest innovation in ceramic
technique took place around 14,000 to 13,000 B.P. and was adopted by various races
from different regi()‘nal centres at the end of late Pleistocene age in East Asia, that is,
around 10,000 B.P.

The chronological sequence of Japan’s early ceramic assemblage has been well
established. It goes from toryu-mon (bean relief) pottery (around 12,000 B.P.) to
ryusen-mon (linear relief) pottery (around 12,000 to 10,000 B.P.) and to tsumegata-mon
(fingerial tips impression) pottery (around 9,000 B.P.). The bean relief pottery of
Senpukuji Cave site stratum 10 and the linear relief pottery of Fukui site stratum 3
both seem technically too advanced to be the result of the first attempts at pottery
making. The author is of the opinion that these kinds of ceramic technology in Kyushu
Japan possibly originated from South China at the end of the Pleis :




