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A Preliminary Sthdy of the Jade of the Chou Dynasty by Stages

(A Summary)

Yeung Kin Fong

Jade-carving tech ology fl -hindred years of the Western
Chou /4JE] era. A num| s of that period still remain today.
Previously, experts in the field, such as Alfred Salmony, had tried to classify these
articles in stages, but their attempts were unsuccessful because of the lack of reliable
foundation and the results were not accepted by scholars. Using the method of
typology in archaeology, the present author divides the jade articles excavated within
the territory over the past thirty years into three stages, namely the Early, Middle and
Late stages.

The style of jade carving of the Late Shang I 4 was preserved in Early Western
Chou (1100 B.C.-1000 B.C.), yet Early Western Chou articles also had their novel
aspects, for instance, the appearance of new jade dagger-axe with relatively long and
narrow yiian % and parallel and symmetrical laterals, jade bird with T-shaped beak,
phoenix with its long tail curling upwards and jade fish assuming the form of a stick,
etc.

In the Middle Western Chou (1000 B.C.-900 B C.); the ¢l aracteristics of jade
articles became more notlceable The style ef of ox deer, bird tended

manifestation of fish-f L were the characteristics of this stage.

The style and- types of jade articles changed in the Late Western Chou (900 B.C .-
771 B.C.). S-shaped dragon p’ei 5, dragon-phoenix p’ei, jade le }}, new styled jade
kui ¥ (its form is long and narrow and its front edge is especially sharp) and jade yiieh
#4 (its body is long and narrow) made their first appearance. Double-lined incisions
were gradually replaced by fine and smooth incisions. Coiled dragon pattern and
unusually shaped clouds in meticulous details were used in decorations. These charac-
teristics have some resemblance to the style of jade articles in the early years of the
Spring and Autumn Period X .

The above-mentioned classification of jade articles is by no means complete.
Nevertheless it furnishes a foundation for further study of jade carving in Western
Chou. By means of this classification, one can see how the patterned style of jade
articles of Late Shang Dynasty progresswely transform he realistic style of
the Spring and Autumn P rlod




