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An Investigation of the Native Place of Yiian Ch’ung-huan

(A Summary)

Yang Pao-lin

According to the accounts i ! € native place of Yiian
Ch’ung-huan =421 famou fought agamst the Ch’ing ' in
Liao-tung ¥ 4i, was t ng—kuan county of Kuang-tung 1% 40 4i%¢ . For three hundred
years this has been ac d by historians ever since. Basmg on the inscription on the
stone tablet recording the names and native places of Ming’s chin-shih it {: (successful
candidates in the highest imperial examinations), the inscriptions on the tombstone
of Yiian’s father and the record of Yiian’s genealogy, Yen Ch’ung-nien 4’721 recently
proposed that the T’éng county of Kuang-hsi &P was the native place of Yiian.
Thus he dissented from the accounts in the Ming-shih. At the same time, over ten
articles had been published, their opinions were identical with Yen’s. However, the
author of this article disagrees to Yen’s view. He provides strong evidence refuting the
statement that Yilan was a native of Kuang-hsi, and establishes that Yiian was a native
of Tung-kuan county of Kuang-tung because:

1. Yiian considered himself a native of Tung-kuan in his writings.
2. Yiian’s colleagues, subordinates and close frlends all:said '

Tung-kuan.
3. From Late Ming to Early Cl sketch books and official

historical records al ¢onsndered Tung—kuan as the native place of Yiian.

4. There are many historical relics concerning Yiian in Tung-kuan.
5. Yiian only returned to his native place once after he assumed his official post.

The place he returned was Tung-kuan, not T’éng county.

6. Yiian’s subordinates were natives of Tung-kuan or other counties of Kuang-tung.

7.  Yiian and the people of Tung-kuan had presented poems to each other. Besides,
they had also written memorial poems to Yiian. Nevertheless, there is not a single
piece of such writing in T’éng county.

This article, having quoted over fifty titles, comes to a firm conclusion that
Yiian Ch’ung-huan was a native of the Tung-kuan county of Kuang-tung.

was a native of




