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A Rev1ew of the Histories of the Five Dynasties
Written by Ch’ing Scholars

(A Summary)

Cheng Che B

Hsiu’s concise Hsin Wu-tai Shzh M%%%ﬁi’iﬁ%& are the most highly pralsed
However, Chang-tsung & 5% of the Chin Dynasty (1115-1234) put aside Hstieh’s
History in favour of Ou-yang’s. From the Yiian (1271-1368) to the Ming (1368-
1644) the Hsin Wu-tai Shih was alone accepted to the exclusion of the Chiu Wu-
tai Shih. The Ch’ing Dynasty saw the rise of talented historians in large numbers.
They devoted themselves to different aspects of history. Fragments of Hsiieh’s
work were diligently collected in the Ch’ien-lung’s period at the time of the com-
pilation of the famous Sii-k’u-ch’iian-shu 9 B 2 & . Historians could therefore
put all their energy into critical examination, annotation, compilation and the
preparation of tables. The present writer attempts to classify Ch’ing works in this
field under four categories. Short comments are appended for the purpose of
assessing their contribution. o 5k




